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poses; and who are pluming themselves npon
the belief that they have found, in his inex-
perience, a placer by which they may all get
rich.

We do not doubt the personal integrity of
the President in all and every of the jobs
which these adventurers have decoyed him
into; but we more than doubt the honesty of
those who lead him into these specnlations,
and therefore ask the press (at any rate, those
who are not into these jobs themselves) to
unite with us in defeating the adventurers,
and in thus saving the hohor of the nation.
Let us promptly and earncstly turn to account
the lessons which these sharpers have given
us by their experiments to open and monopo-
lize an Isthmian canal; and the still less justi-
fiable project of seizing every eligible planta-
tion or estate in San Domingo. T'hns far the

actual evils into which these people have led |

the President is but small. The three or four
millions of dollars which have been wasted
against the impenetrable mountains of Co-
lombis, and the hundred and fifty thousand
dollars of which Baez has ontwitted him, are,
together, s me . bagatelle in comparison with
the value of the warning they impart; for,
through the exposure of the motives which

overned these two little land transactions
(both happily foiled), we are enabled to
understand the secret interests which have
till now embarrassed and confused the Caban
question,

We believe it to be not too much to say
that nine-tenths of the American people are
in cordial sympathy with the Cuban cause,
and that unless an immediate change of
front is made by the administration on that
question, the Republican &url.y Ay Spare
itself the ranning of a candidate at the next
Presidential election. For a time, the ad-
ministration had, in support of its Cuban
policy, a general unwillingness on the part of
the country to take any step which might im-
puir our position with Great Britain in the
Alabama A cluims; and also a nataral

pular desire to give ain  a liberal
5::10 to do justice tosg}uba. hgrseif, under her
then epparently republican tendencies; but
the American ple, finding that Spain has
relapsed to monarchy, and that the period in
which she, as well as England, recogunized
our Rebels as belligerents has been more
than quadrupled, bave turned in one vast
sudden tide (carrying such powers as Senator
Sumuner and The Spiri¢é along with it), de-
manding an American expression of sympathy

Cuba, and also an application of the prin.
gh of an American primacy on the Ameri-
can continent, to the extent, at least, of our
right to regulate the peace and decornm of

the neighborhood.
Finding, however, in the face of this un-
mi.lt.ahbfe sentiment of the people of the

Unpited States, that the President, under the

control of his nal advisers, had actually
attempted to stem this sympathy with a
m e which took sides with Bpain, the

began to inquire as to what motives,
Egﬁ:d those of an obvious American policy,

ated this inexplicable course. It |

was at t that the motives which had
g:unod the two land schemes flashed upon
public mind as the motive which was
now steering Cuba. It was plain that the
secret advisers of the President had, ns
in the cases of tunnelling the Isthmus and in
purchasing S8an Domingo, succeeded in
susding bim that the best way to obtain Cuba
for the United BStates, was to buy it with
money, and that it would be cheap even at
the round sum of & hundred millions of dol-
This is the drag which has constantly
the Cuban guestion in the hands of
our administration, and k:g: it immovable,
even when pressed by the shoulders of nearly

the whole American people.
and pitifal condition

E

aol:mmmwc epublic stand at
ant republic stand al
W to-day, anchored pto & bargain,
n&%& imbedded in the slime of para-
gites, w by some strange °'prmmem. have
made themselves the masters of this nation.
mqmﬁu:nlor(}ubuaub:;tym u;’.,.‘m
become purely a question of money, by which
.Ilthcnztnn!m tions of the continent ure
ntterly subverted, and in behalf of whioh sor.
did impulse every throb in favor of liberty is

per- !

declined to take any interest in the matter
from one of the bankers of the ring—first,
because we thonght Cuba must come to the
United States by natnral means; and next,
because we did not wish to profit by any
operation which our judgment condemned as
injurious to the eountry. The public have
now the full secret of the Cuban position,
and it rests with them to say whether they
will permit it to be any longer handled by the
-ad:.:;niatration for the mere purposes of
| traflic,

EAST, WEST, AND SOUTH.

Feom the N. Y. World,
| . Within the decade which follows the cen-
[ Bus taken this year, we shall witness political
| changes and read justments greater than have

ever before taken place in this country in a
period of peace. The censns of 1870 will
| make a large addition to the political weight
of the West, and add something to the politi-
cal weight of the South, In all
matters in which the West and
South agree they will control the Govern-
ment; and they are very likely toagree on the
| tariff, the eurrency, and guestions of finance;
| that is, on the leading subjects of Federal
legislation.

t may seem odd to expect the South to
gain any advantage by the next census, as its
population has undergone the wasting effects
of war, and has not been recrnited by immi-
gration. But the abolition of slavery has
| added a much larger per cent. to its repre-
iaentnﬁve population than immigration has
| added to that of other parts of the country.

In the new apportionment of Representatives
| after this census all the people of the
Bouth will be fully counted, instead of all
the white persons and only three-fifths
(of the negroes. If there are fonr mil-
| lions of Southern x:s&lrooa, this change in the
mode of counting be equivalent to an ad-
dition of 1,600,000 to the population of the
| South, which is out of all proportion to the ia-
| crease of any other of the country by im-
| migration. It will more than enable the
South to recover its former relative strength
in Congress. Although slavery w.s abolished
several years ago, the consequent addition to
the Southern representation cannot be made
until after the census, There has been no
past, and there will be no future, census at-
tended with such great gains to the South,
Besides this increase in the number of its
Re tatives, the Bouth will make rapid
gains in pal.itiul influence within the first fgw
years of the opening decads, by a full resamp-
| tion of its former business intercourse and
couneoctions with the North. Before the
war the Bouth was, and very soon it
will again be, one of the most profitable
markets for our merchants and manufac-
turers. Before the war these business rela-
tions with the North were a source of great
| political strength. At the outbreak of the
war, and duoring the first year of its con-
tinuance, & large aud influential portion of
'our Northern business men ornl; or
secretly sympathized with the South. They
would bave been willing to make almost any
concessions for the sske of keeping or re-
covering their Southern trade. About the
| second year of the war the tide turned, and
thenceforward the prevailing tone among the
business men of the North was one of zeslons
“lo al;g This was chiefly due to the new
; ﬂelga enterprise openad b{) the war, The
Government had become a better customer
than the Bouth had ever been. To supply its
vast armies with food, clothing, arms, smmao-
pition, tents, wagons, wedicines, ote., taxed
the energy and resonrces ¢f the country.
| The great profits of srmy contracts, aud the
spirit of speculation which dominated in wll
walks of business, consoled our merchants
| and manufacturers for the loss of the valasble
Bouthera market, and cansad a prelty cow.-
, transfer of their political sywmpithies.
| is guuchl;gowﬂlw*n beuvmaid. The
| Governmant iv vo longer an oxtensive pur-
chaser of commodities. With the reviving

of the Bouth, its trade will have |

more than ita former value, and our metive
business classes will rapidly exchange their
fierce “loyalty” for a tolerant spirit towards
" that section,

nothing to do.

That the administrative methods prescribed
in our present revenue system-—however
necessary and effective during the Rebellion,
when almost every conceivable class of goods
was liable to tax, and gave rise to complicated
legal questions—are unwise, wasteful, and in-
congistent, nunder diminished taxation, can
easily be shown. For one thing, the perpe-
tuation of the plan of territorial organization
originally established has necessitated the re-
tention of the full corpa of collectors and as-
sessors, without any reference to the redue-
tion of receipts or of the labor incident to
their collection. It is found, therefore, that,
a8 receipts diminished, the comparative cost
of collection has largely increased.

In 1866, when collections were greatest,
the rate of cost was only 2°47 per cent, In
1867, under a changed law, receipts fell off
almost sixty million dollars, yet the expense
of collection in that year was nearly one per
cent. greater, or 3'41. In 1868 there was a
still further diminution of taxes to the extent
of over seventy millions, but cost of collec-
tion had risen to 4'04 per cent., or one and a
balf per cent. more than the year before. In
1869, with a further reduction of over twenty-
five millions, the cost was 4'75 per cent. The
inconsistency of this state of thinga is ren-
dered still more striking by the fact that, as
the seale of expense ascended, the labor and
care required for collecting the taxesstill re-
maining steadily decreased. Only a few,
relatively, of the articles liable to taxation
in 1866 remained so in the following years.
The ten thousand details of our earlier tax
laws were also stricken out. In a word, the
execution of existing statutes has been so
generalized and simplified, that one-half, if
not two-thirds, of the work formerly re-
quired in the distriots has been abolished.
Yet, under the system now in force, Gov-
ernment presents the anomaly of paying as
higl%l;rioe, out of diminished resources, for

tltlla ormance of this fractional portion of
the labor.

But there are other aspects of the ecase
hardly less important, in which consolidation
of revenue districts commends itself. It will
be found that the reduction of several inde-
pendent districts under one general head will
simplify defails of administration, and pro-
duce barmony and certainty of operation,
where so far there have been conilicting prac-
tices and want of conformity., A vast amouunt
of the more difficult and laboricus business
of the Revenue Bureau has arisen from the
diverse views held and the varying methods
of ure followed by such a large foree of
iudependent oflicers. is, too, has confused
tax-payers and inspired them with distrust of
| the Revenue law itselt, Of course it is ob-
vious that the fewer the number of clerks
employed at Washington, in this branch of
the service, the greater the ease and satisfac-
tion tu-pad;ra will experience in their deal-
ings with Government,

Fl'l;nza diminution in the number of the tax
districts will tend, moresver, to remove
what once was, and still is, a cover for frauds
on the revenne, No plan could bave been
more favorable to the enormous whisky and
tobacco frands which have been perpetrated
in this city than that creating so many sepa.
| Tate revenue a:rindictionn. The fraudulent

dealer, if held to his obligations by the officers
of one district, easily and qui

ly changed
bis tions to another, where
the
be

:Ehmof 0
cials might be less vigilant. It may
what boundless op‘ﬂ:rtnnitiu
for illicit transactions the ten triots of
this eity and Brooklyn thus afforded, with
their independent cers maintaining no
concert of action among themselves, but
oftener aotusted by feel of jealousy and
offigial . Further, it was no un-
:rnl% or ty seized by the officers
of one riet to be rescned and run off into

pot be stated, it must be
in an u t want of eff @ legislation on
| this gubject, The bill before he Senate,

bearing the latest nmews, Orders have been
given to the commandant of the Freneh fleet
at Cherbourg to be ready to take on board
some thirty thousand troops. The French

ress cries out more loudly than ever against

ruesia, and demands not only that Prussia
discountenance the candidature of the Prince
Leopold, but that she fulfil the conditions of
the treaty of Prague. Prince Napoleon, it is
added, has set out for Copenhagen to effect a
treaty with Sweden and Denmark, A livelier
situation it is not possible to conceive. To-
morrow this fresh bubble may burst; but to-
morrow may witness the two most gigantic
military powers of Europe in deadly conflict.

The situation is one which id more than
ordinarily suggestive. It is safe, we think,
to eny that most men qualified to judge are of
the opinion that France has revealed an un-
necessary amount of sensitiveness, It issafe
to say that Prussin has revealed a large
amount of dignity and indifference. It is
safe also to say that most men, and most
nations too, would just as soon see these two
national bullies try their strength and skill.
It will to many be & source of regret if this
fresh op%oﬂumt passes by leaving the two
bullies shaking their fists at each other. All
men everywhere are convinced that sooner
or later France and Prussia must settle cer-
tain outstanding questions by an apgenl to the
sword. As well now as later. Better for
mankind at large that thia fight, which is in-
evitable, sh come off at once. We know
what the needle-gun can do, We are anxious
to know what the Chassepot can do. Until
this fight is over Europe must be oppressed
b{ the weight of standing armies, and some
of the most beautiful portions of the old
Continent must remain barren and worthless.
This impending fight over, Europe will enter
upon & new lease of life. Bhould France
come off victorious lgrogmm will be checked.
Should Prussia win the gain will be again not
only to Germany, but to humanity,

At the present moment it is extremely diffi-
cult to see the end from the beginning.
Austria wonld not be sorry to see Prussia
bumbled. Denmark shares the feeling of
Austria. The King of Saxony and soms of
his royal friends wounld not be sorry to know
that they were once n{;ain the eqnals of their
royal brother at Berlin, The outside Earo-
pean powers would perhaps rather see Prassia
trinmphant. But France is armed to the
teeth and full of fight. Should war break
out it is not easy to say which would win. It
is not diffienlt, however, to perceive that
out of this conflict many strange things
will grow. It will be necessary for the French
troops to leave Home. What then will become
of the Pope? It will not be possible for
Frange to dictate to Russia. What then will
become of the Sultan? The American officers
now E the service off t.ho‘kljihadli?‘va will laol
lose the rtunity of making Egypt inde-
«pandont.opul:; thus laying th% rﬁfmum
of a new empire on the banks of the Nile.
Russia might drag Great Britain into the
fray, and so from the Rhine to the Indus
two continents would blaze. Franch
pride and German love of unity have
created for us a fine prospect. We can look
at it with some indifference, Another great
war might do Europe good. It will not cer-
tainly do us any barm, At the same time we
shall net be sorry if the explanations of
Prussia put France into a better and wiser
frame of mind. It is useless any longer to
sny that France is Europe and that Europe is
the world. To many nations now it is a mat.
ter of comparative indifference whether
France is contented or net. No one knows
80 well as Napoleon thut war on the present
issue would be foolish. His good sense may
yet resirain France, A ponfercuce muy yel
settle peacefully all this trouble.
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